When I read that Tanzania
plans to introduce an elec-
tronic ticketing system for
daladalas, I nearly stood up
and applauded... in public...
for transport reform.

Growth. Progress. Digital
vibes.

Forasplit second, I thought,
“Look at us! Entering our soft
life era, one tap at a tume.”

And honestly, for milhons
of daily commuters, e-ticket-
ing does sound like a glow-up.

No more scrambling for
loose change, no more awk-
ward conductor maths, no
more “huna chergi?' negotia-
tons at 7am.

Just tap, go, and mind your
business. Beautiful.

But let’s not get carried
away. Because any seasoned
daladala commuter knows
the real chaos begins long
before vou even think about
payng,

The payment method?
That’s the least of our prob-
lems.

Let’s start with the buses
themselves.

Some of these daladalas
look like they officially retired

in 2007 but refused to leave
the workforce.
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They are tired. Spiritually,
emotionally, mechanically...
tired.

Seats are torn like they've
been through heartbreak,
some so loose you sit down
carefully like your future
depends on it because one
wrong move and you might
slide straight into the passen-
ger next to you, hke, ‘Excuse
me?

Then there are random
metal bits sticking out every-
where, and you genuinely
cannot tell what they were
meant to be when the dalada-
la was still in its prime.

And do not even get started

seats, tiny, cramped and sus-
feel like

piciously placed..
punishment.

Honestly, these interiors
have lived multiple past lives,
and they are still not done
with us.

Then comes cleanliness...
or the lack of a consistent rela-
tionship with it

Yes, a few heroic daladalas
have introduced dustbins,
and for that we clap.

We love effort. We support
initiatives

But by the end of the day,
many of these buses still look
like a documentary of human
activity.

Snack wrappers, dust, mys-
terious crumbs, and that one
unidentified item you refuse
to investigate. The floor tells
stories nobody asked to hear.

And just when you think
you've adjusted, plot twist..
you are not alone.

Cockroaches. Not shy ones.
Not “oops, I made a mistake”
cockroaches. Confident ones.
Bold ones. Creatures that
move like them, too, tapped
their e-ticket and secured a
seal

You lock eyes with one, and

on those makeshift force-fit suddenly youre reflecting

on your entire life, including
the decisions that led you to
that exact bus at that exact
moment.

Now imagine all of this..
but digital.

Because... e-ticketing will
not fix torn seats. It will not
deep-clean a bus. It will not

- replace vehicles that should

have been enjoying retire-
ment by now.
And it will definitely not

escort cockroaches off the
premises.

Technology can upgrade
how we pay, yes. But it cannot
upgrade neglect.

If we truly want a transport
system that works, then the
basics cannot be treated like
optional extras.

Regular inspections must
actually inspect. Cleanliness

should not be a surprise fea-

ture.
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- E- tlcketlng won't clean a dlrty daladala, but it’s a start.

And operators must be held
to standards that respect the
thousands of people who use

these buses daily.
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day, we are looking for dignity
So yes, bring on the e-ticke!

ing.

We will tap. We will sc
But as we do, can some
also make sure the seat |
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Na Flora Mwakasala,
Moshi

[JANA wanne
wamekufa baada ya

wanasafiria kugongana na
gari. '

I—

wa Kilimanjaro Stmon
Maigwa amesema pikipiki
hiyo iligongana na gari
aina ya Noah katika eneo
1a Shimbi wilayani Rombo

pikipiki mhyokuw “mkoani Kilimanjaro.

Maigwa alisema ajali huyo
ilitokea Machi 18, mwaka

Kamanda wa Polisi Mkoa  huu saa tisa usiku, ambapo

vijana hao wenye umri kati
ya miaka 19 hadi 20 walifari-
ki dunia papo hapo baada
ya pikipiki waliyokuwa

iria kugongana uso
kwa uso na gari hilo.

Aliwataja waliokufa ni

Pascal Kisheo, Devis Kital,
Nobet Mrema na Emmanuel

Kitali wote wakazi wa Kijiji
cha Shimbi Masho, Kata ya
Kwa Ndele wilayani humo.
Kamanda Maigwa
alisema chanzo cha ajali layo
ni uzembe uliotokana na
matumizi ya pombe kupita
kiasi hal iliyosababisha
kushindwa kuzingaha sheria

s et

na faratibu za usalama
barabarani.

Alisema vijana hao wali-
kuwa kwenye pikipiki moja
huku wakiwa katika hali
ya ulevi jambo lililosababi-
sha kupoteza mwelekeo na
kugongana na gari hilo.

Maigwa alisema dereva

Vijana wanne wafa ajali ya bodaboda

wa Noah anashikiliwa na
Jeshi la Polisi kwa ajili ya
upelelezi zaidi na hatua za
kisheria zitakazofuata,
Mwenyekiti wa Kijiji cha
Shimbi Masho, Peter Kima-
rio alisema muili ya mare-
hemu ilithifadhiwa katika
Hospitali ya Huruma.



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

